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Until the excavation of 2008 Moshkuyeh was an important place in the
historical resourses; because most geographers had mentioned this village as
a small settlement on Khorasan road. Tabari and Hosseini, historians of the
4th and 6th centuries AH, also referred to the wars that took place near this
location. By calculating the distance between Moshkuyeh, Rey and Saveh,
we understood, Moshkin Tepe is the same Moshkuyeh. But, the remains of
the citadel, and evidence of the pottery industry, did not correspond to the
village, that was reflected in texts. Therefore, we realized that it is not
possible to get a deep understanding of this site, by analyzing the historical
sources. For this purpose, an excavation was carried out to answer questions
such as the reason for the quantitative and qualitative development of this
settlement, the approch of pottery production on a household or specialized
scale, the management method, and the target markets of the pottery
workshops. The results, showed that the small village with an economy based
on agriculture, had transformed into an industrial city for pottery production
in the Seljuk era with state management (igta"). The pottery products, not only
met the needs of its inhabitants but also the needs of the Rey. The economic
prosperity of this city did not last long; because it destroyed by the Mongol
invasion, and workshops were ruined one after another. After the invasion,
people had used architectural elements from the pottery kilns to strengthen
the foundations of their homes.
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Introduction
Until the excavation of 2008 Moshkuyeh was an important place in the

historical resources; because most geographers had mentioned this village as a
small settlement on Khorasan road. This prominence is primarily due to its
position along the Khorasan road, where military movements and battles in its
vicinity prompted historians such as Tabari (1967) and Hosseini (1989) to
reference the site. Additionally, geographers including Ibn Khurdadhbih
(RoodgareKiyadara,1997), Qudamah ibn Ja'far (1991), Istakhri (1989),
Jeyhani (1991), Ibn Hawqal (1987), and Mugqaddasi (1982) described
Moshkuyeh as a village. However, Yaqit al-Hamaw1 (1991), in his early 7th-
century geographical dictionary Mu‘jam al-Buldan, refers to it as a township
under the jurisdiction of Rey. But, the remains of the citadel, and evidence of
the pottery industry, did not correspond to the village, that was reflected in
texts. Therefore, we realized that it is not possible to get a deep understanding
of this site, by analyzing the historical sources. For this purpose, an excavation
was carried out to answer questions such as:

1.What factors prompted the transformation of the initial settlement into a
modest town?

2.Does the pottery industry in this community reflect household-level
production or evidence of craft specialization.

3.Were the potters operating independently, or under the direction of
commissioned patrons, and where were their products marketed.

To address these questions, early textual sources were examined in detail but
yielded no direct references to pottery production. Consequently, in 2008
archaeological excavations were initiated at Moshkin Tepe.

Materials & Method
Four trenches were selected for Excavation, each yielding significant evidence

for ceramic production:

Trench 1: Within a domestic dwelling, 186 ceramics ‘nails’ were discovered
embedded in the mud-brick foundation of one wall—suggesting reuse from
kiln furniture.
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Trench 2: Located at top of mound of ceramic waste, four burials were
uncovered beneath, indicating the former presence of a cemetery. The
excavation ceased here to focus on pottery manufacture.

Trench 3: Excavation revealed collapsed mud-brick walls overlaying a large
glazed ceramic bowl and two pottery molds—Iikely the remains of a workshop
destroyed, perhaps during the Mongol incursions.

Trench 4: Remains of a pottery kiln were unearthed, although heavily
damaged. Comparative reconstruction with known kilns from other Iranian
sites was possible.

Discussion

As noted, none of the medieval geographers mentioned pottery production at
Moshkuyeh. The archaeological findings, however, provide strong evidence of
specialized and standardized ceramic manufacture. Ceramic ‘nails’— typically
used as interior kiln supports—appear not only in the kiln locus but also were
reused for domestic construction, likely by post-Mongol inhabitants reusing
materials in rebuilding. The presence of multiple kilns prior to destruction
suggests craft-based, non-domestic scale production.

In trench 2, the finding of graves beneath pottery debris confirms a bi-phasic
occupation — an initial village phase and a later industrial township — rather
than inappropriate reuse of gravesites. In trench 3, the discovery of glazed
bowls, molds, clay reserves, misfired and broken ceramics, and clay cores in
place of tripod supports strongly indicates workshop-scale output.
Morphometric and technological analysis of materials from trench 3 reveals
dominance of medium-sized fritware bowls with turquoise glaze — evidence
of large-scale, standardized production.

Results and Conclusion
Moshkuyeh began as a modest agricultural and orchard-based village..But the

results of archaeological excavation, showed that the small village with an
economy based on agriculture, had transformed into an industrial city for
pottery production in the Seljuk era with state management (igta’). The direct
archaeological evidence — workshops, kiln remains, specialized ceramic
waste, and standardized products — demonstrates how local inhabitants
adapted to a challenging, semi-arid environment on the desert fringe by
shifting to industrial production. The pottery products, not only met the needs
of its inhabitants but also the needs of the Rey. The economic prosperity of this
city did not last long; because it destroyed by the Mongol invasion, and
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workshops were ruined one after another. After the invasion, people had used
architectural elements from the pottery kilns to strengthen the foundations of
their homes.
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