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Local history, as a fundamental branch of historiography, plays a pivotal role 

in safeguarding collective identity, recording and representing historical 

memory, and explaining the political, social, cultural, and economic 

transformations of small communities. From this perspective, research in 

regions that, despite an ancient background, lack documented written history, 

can provide a basis for a more accurate reconstruction of national history. 

The village of Vist, a dependency of Khansar which has recently been 

upgraded to a city, is a prime example of such a region; an area that, with 

evidence of three thousand years of habitation and rock carvings dating back 

over ten thousand years, still lacks a comprehensive written history. The main 

research question is: How can the historical past of Vist be rediscovered 

through archaeological evidence, historical documents, and oral narratives? 

The research findings, obtained through a descriptive-analytical approach 

relying on fieldwork and written sources, indicate that this region, due to its 

rich water resources, fertile lands, and strategic location on the caravan route 

between Isfahan and Borujerd, has always been one of the important centers 

for agricultural production and commercial and cultural exchanges, playing 

an effective role in the economic structure of the region. Various pieces of 

evidence, such as millennia-old rock carvings, the ruins of a historical castle 

registered in the National Heritage List, ancient qanats (underground 

aqueducts), inscriptions, stone pillars, an engraved minbar (pulpit), and the  
‘Zeheni Baft’ (Mental-Weave) Chaharbagh carpet registered in the National 

Heritage List, all serve as clear testimony to the historical and cultural 

significance of this area. Furthermore, contemporary historical documents 

and narratives, in interaction with the collective memory of the residents, 

reveal the hidden layers of Vist’s history.  
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Introduction  

Vist is one of the historically significant regions of Khansar. Despite its 

archaeological and cultural importance, it has been less systematically studied. 

Research indicates that Vist holds a special place not only archaeologically but 

also in terms of continuous human habitation. Evidence from Timerah 

petroglyphs and the historical mound of Vist reflects patterns of stable 

settlement, which were based on access to water resources, favorable climate 

conditions, and exploitable agricultural lands. Investigation of ancient qanats 

and local water-related toponyms highlights the significance of water 

management in sustaining the social and economic life of Vist. Moreover, its 

location along the Isfahan–Borujerd communication route has given Vist not 

only a productive role but also an important cultural and communicative 

function.  

  

Materials & Method  

This research follows a descriptive–analytical approach. Data were collected 

from library sources, historical documents, archaeological surveys, oral history 

interviews with residents, and analysis of hand-woven local carpets. Fieldwork 

played a significant role in complementing the findings. Surveying stone 

monuments, qanats, and historical structures, alongside interviews with 

residents, allowed for the correlation of oral narratives with tangible evidence. 

Analysis of the symbolic patterns in Vist’s carpets provided cultural insights 

into the continuity of historical patterns in everyday life. This triangulation of 

methods strengthened the validity and reliability of the findings.  

  

Discussion   

The findings indicate that Vist was not only a sustained settlement but also a 

key hub for agricultural production and regional economic activity. Ancient 

qanats and water management practices demonstrate the use of advanced 

agricultural methods to maintain economic stability. Cultural artifacts, 

including rock carvings, columns, pulpits, and carpet motifs, reveal persistent 

religious and cultural patterns, highlighting the transmission of collective 

memory across generations. In addition, Vist’s role as a caravan route 

facilitated exchanges of goods, ideas, and culture, reinforcing its regional 

significance. Analysis of local traditions and cultural elements shows that these 

served as vital mediators for historical knowledge, preserving memory in the 

absence of written records. The interplay between environmental resources, 

economic activity, and cultural practices demonstrates a complex system of 
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sustainable human-environment interaction that persisted over millennia, 

revealing mechanisms of resilience and adaptation. Furthermore, integrating 

archaeological, documentary, and oral evidence allows a more nuanced 

understanding of social hierarchies, local governance, and economic networks 

that shaped community life.  

  

Results and Conclusion  

The findings of this study indicate that Vist has not only served as a stable 

settlement but has also been a central hub for agricultural production and 

economic activities in the region. The ancient qanats and water management 

systems reflect the residents’ sophisticated agricultural practices, which 

sustained the local economy over millennia. The analysis of rock carvings, 

stone columns, pulpits, and the symbolic patterns of Vist’s handwoven carpets 

reveals enduring cultural and religious motifs, highlighting the continuity of 

collective memory and the transmission of knowledge across generations. 

Historical documents and oral narratives suggest that Vist functioned as a 

caravan route and a center for trade and cultural exchange, reinforcing its 

pivotal role in regional connectivity. Agricultural evidence, including fertile 

lands, orchards, and irrigation networks, shows that local production not only 

met internal needs but also supplied neighboring towns, illustrating the 

integration of Vist into wider economic circuits. Cultural elements, such as 

Vist carpets and local rituals, served as historical carriers, acting as 

intermediaries for transferring historical knowledge alongside material 

evidence.  

Moreover, the study emphasizes the dynamic interplay between environment, 

economy, and collective culture, showing how Vist’s inhabitants adapted to 

and shaped their surroundings. The persistence of settlement, sustainable 

resource management, and continuity of cultural practices collectively 

underpin Vist’s enduring historical significance. Documentation of local 

history here provides a model for studying other areas lacking written records, 

demonstrating how cultural artifacts, oral histories, and physical remnants can 

reconstruct a comprehensive historical narrative. In conclusion, Vist 

exemplifies a profound integration of natural, economic, and cultural systems 

over millennia, offering invaluable insights into the mechanisms of local 

identity formation and regional historical development, while serving as a 

resource for future scholarly research and heritage preservation.  
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